
DestinationInnovation
2024 Form-A-Feed Dairy Conference

January 11-12, 2024
Mayo Civic Center - Rochester, MN

We are on the move in 2024 to 
Rochester, MN - Minnesota’s City of Innovation!

Register by December 18, 2023 
for Early Bird Rates!



Evening Banquet and Keynote Speaker:

Dairy Conference Day One:
 
Thursday, January 11, 10:30 a.m. 
with lunch to follow

Cover Crops - A Front Line Perspective Producer Panel
When you hear cover cropping discussed you hear phrases such as sustainability, carbon sequestration, fiber digestibility, 
soil health and fertility, double cropping, tonnage, weed control and increased yields. There are discussions of forage 
alternatives such as sorghum, wheat, triticale, rye, millet, and many combinations therein. Have you wanted to just ask 
a friend what it’s all about? Come hear an unfiltered discussion from a panel of your peers with firsthand experience in 
cover cropping. Should you be considering an innovation to your cropping strategies?

Using Cover Crops as Alternative Forages in Dairy Cattle Rations

Use of cover crops has increased in popularity in efforts to improve soil health and reduce 
invasive weed species in addition to other environmental benefits.  Cover crops can also 
serve as alternative forage sources to provide nutrition for growing and lactating dairy cattle.  
This presentation will discuss how cover crops fit into the dairy production system and how 
they can be successfully incorporated into dairy cattle rations.

Dr. Kenneth Kalscheur, U.S. Dairy Forage Research Center

DestinationInnovation

Modulation of Transition Cow Inflammation: The New Horizon!

In this talk, Dr. Barragan will cover past and new knowledge regarding systemic inflammation 
during the transition period and its effects on cow health and performance. Furthermore, he’ll 
describe best management practices to modulate inflammation during this period in order to 
optimize cow production and fertility.  

Dr. Adrian Barragan, Pennsylvania State University

Tools and Strategies to Manage Risk in Volatile Times

Dairy margins and profitability will continue to be volatile in the years to come. We’ll highlight 
some of the more important data and reports to follow, the risk management tools at your 
disposal, and the different methodologies and strategies to consider to actively manage your 
dairy’s commodity price risks and profit margins. 

Tom Brooker, Commodity & Ingredient Hedging (CIH)

Dr. Dick Thompson - High Performing Systems
Dr. Thompson is an internationally recognized consultant, speaker and author. Over the past 50 
years, he has gained valuable experience developing and leading teams—from the battlefield to the 
boardroom. During his 21-year military service, he trained and led some of the most elite special 
operations teams in the world with Top Secret combat deployments. He served as an officer with the 
U.S. Army Green Berets and MACV-SOG and was decorated on several occasions for his heroism. 
Dr. Thompson’s work with stress began with personal experience on the battlefield. His book The 
Stress Effect continues to be a top seller. He works with veterans on PTSD and suicide prevention. 
Dr. Thompson is a master SCUBA diver, has made over 1200 freefall parachute jumps, has a black 
belt in karate and has competed in 25+ Ironman® races.



Break-Out Sessions: Pick Three

Evening Banquet and Keynote Speaker:

Options for Raising Dairy-Beef Steers
Tim Kinches and Leslie Meshke, Form-A-Feed
In this break-out session Tim and Leslie will discuss ration strategies for raising dairy-beef steers.  They will 
cover the pro’s and con’s of each option, and also the economics of the different strategies. Whether you 
choose to raise dairy-beef to sell as feeders or to finish, you will leave this session with knowledge on raising 
dairy-beef steers successfully and profitably. 

Register by December 18, 2023 for Best Rates! 

Dairy Conference Day Two:
 
Friday, January 12, 8:00 a.m. 

Dr. Dick Thompson - High Performing Systems

Harness the Power of Social Media Engagement
Hannah Thompson-Weeman, Animal Ag Alliance
Uncover the secrets to amplifying your voice for agriculture on social media. This engaging workshop will empower attendees 
with proven strategies, real-life success stories, and interactive training to make a positive impact on the agriculture community 
through effective online communication and engagement.

Calf Raising: If You’re Not Moving Forward...
Mario Solis Flores, Form-A-Feed
Perhaps you are a dairy producer with a calf program that is running smoothly and is not a major area of concern for your farm. 
Or perhaps fixing your challenge with sick calves and death loss is the number one priority on your farm today. No matter where 
you fall on the spectrum, you have to be looking to improve. Mario will discuss your options to level up your calf program with a 
focus on nutrition, health treatments, and facility work-arounds to manage those stressful situations that are costing you money 
and success in your youngstock program. 

Deliver the Ration You Want, Every Day
Travis Bischof, Form-A-Feed
The ration formulated, the ration mixed and delivered, the ration she eats, unfortunately these are not always the same. 
Variation is an enemy to profitability in dairy farms. Come learn about the items you should be managing to minimize the day 
to day variations in your feeding program. We will also discuss innovations in feed center designs that are helping in the effort 
to improve efficiency and consistency. 

Why Sustainability in Animal Agriculture?

In her presentation Dr. Stackhouse-Lawson will introduce the audience to CSU’s AgNext, 
discuss sustainability in animal agriculture, the importance of holistic evaluation of 
sustainability, and why sustainability is so complicated to measure. 

Dr. Kim Stackhouse-Lawson, CSU AgNext



Farm or Business Name: _______________________________________ Address: ________________________________________

City: _________________________ State: ______  Zip: _____________ Phone: _________________________

Attendee Information: 
NAME EMAIL ADDRESS PHONE

Registration for the 2024 Professional Dairy Conference includes one room for up to two people for the 
full conference. The cost is $90 if you register by December 18th, 2023 and $120 after that date.  If you 
would like to register additional people for one room, please contact Sarah Kuechle at sarahkuechle@
formafeed.com or call 800.422.3649.

Which events will you be attending?
Thursday Sessions & Lunch

Thursday Evening Social & Banquet

Friday Morning Breakfast

Room requests:
Handicap

Registration Options:
Full-conference, one hotel room, includes two people. By December 18th: $90.00. After December 18th: $120.00

Single day reservation, $35 per day per person. No overnight stay, meal included. 

2024 Professional Dairy Conference location:
Mayo Civic Center

30 Civic Center Dr. SE 
Rochester, MN  55904

507-361-5040

Payment:
A completed registration form along with your conference payment is due on or before January 4th, 2024.  Make checks 
payable to Form-A-Feed, Inc. Send to: 

Form-A-Feed, Inc. 
Attn: Dairy Conference (Sarah)
PO Box 9
Stewart, MN  55385

Upon arrival, check-in at the Form-A-Feed registration table. Name tags are required for all conference 
events. Any incidental room charges are attendees expense. Room cancellations allowed on or before January 
9th, without penalty.

800.422.3649   •  www.formafeed.com                             

Register by December 18, 2023 
for Early Bird Rates!

111623

Register and pay online with a credit card at 
www.formafeed.com/2024-dairy-conference Scan code with your 

smart phone to register!


