
Tend-R-Leen 
History

• 1959: Started researching different ways of feeding steers with the goal 
to produce beef at the lowest possible cost .

• 1960-63: Continued research and development of the no-roughage 
program was conducted with good results. 

• 1963: The Tend-R-Leen program is introduced to dairy beef producers 
nationwide as the very first no-roughage feeding program.

• Over the years, the Tend-R-Leen formulation stayed basically the 
same, but was enhanced with proven additives for better 
performance.



The Late 1950’s – Research
Leading to Introduction 

• Calf milk replacer research
• Ample supply of bull calves
• Research started with roughage
• High grain diets showed better gains.



1959:  First steers are fed on
no-roughage ration

• Hereford & Holstein started at 130#
• Cracked Corn & Supplement
• Herefords were fat but the Holsteins were 

well-muscled.
• After 11 months the Holsteins weighed 1,000 

pounds.
• The meat was sampled and proved excellent 

in flavor and quality.



1960-63:  Continued research
and development

• Many trials using different formulation and 
rations.

• Even though no-roughage was proven 
successful, feeding of hay was extensively 
tested.

• It takes more energy to digest the hay than it 
supplies.

• Results were duplicated with whole corn 
trials.



1964:  The switch to whole
shelled corn

• Whole corn performed 
better than expected.

• Liver abscesses 
decreased when 
feeding whole corn.



Feed additives have changed
over the years

• Medications were added for liver abcesses.
• Ionophores proved to increase feed efficiency.
• Decoquinate was added to starters/growers 

to control coccidiosis.
• Sodium Diacetate is used to improve gains 

and feed efficiency.



Tend-R-Leen Innovations
• 2009: 529 Tend-R-Leen PE, a pelleted, medicated finisher 

supplement with a 2 lb. feeding rate, was introduced.
• 2016: A non-VFD finisher product, 1529 Tend-R-Leen PE, 

was developed. 
• 2016: Form-A-Feed, Inc. purchases Domain, Inc., including 

the Tend-R-Leen product line.
• 2018: Tend-R-Leen 525 NBC base R120 was introduced. It is 

especially designed for beef cattle during the growing 
phase.

• 2020: The most recent Tend-R-Leen offering is a grow/finish 
type product called 528 Natural Choice. It is for the natural 
market and does not include any medications. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Add 525 and 528 launches



Research Cattle

32,000 head through 
research facility prior 

to 1978!


